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The internet is transforming research and collaboration 

Source: 



Papers are created internationally 

Source: Knowledge, networks and nations. Global scientific collaboration in the 21st century - The Royal Society - 2011 



Source: Knowledge, networks and nations. Global scientific collaboration in the 21st century - The Royal Society - 2011 

International collaboration is highly beneficial 



Collaboration between US institutions is increasing 

Source: The U.S. Science and Engineering Landscape - National Science Foundation - 2014 



Email is broken 



Collaborating is frustrating 



The entire document’s lifecycle is affected 



•  Multiple versions of the same document 
 

•  Long email chains 

 

•  Formatting & typesetting 

 

•  Maintaining references 

 

•  Long revision cycles 

Endless problems 





2,000,000 documents 

200,000 authors  

2,000 institutions 

…in 2 years 

Worldwide growth 



One version of the document, accessible by all 



“It really streamlined the process of 
writing the paper… I was happy to find a 
21st century solution.” 

 Artem Kaznatcheev  
Researcher at McGill University 

The perks of real time collaboration 



Edit on the left, see the typeset version on the right  



Edit underlying LaTeX source, if needed 





In-line comments & tracked changes for review 



Integrated with other services, e.g. reference managers 



Direct submission to journals and repositories 



“The integration of Overleaf into our editorial workflow enabled the 
swift processing of the authors' manuscripts and simplified the 
procedure for our pre-publication checks.” 

Fully integrated with F1000Research for iterative reviewing  



One-click submission to Figshare 



We	
  also	
  pass	
  files	
  directly	
  into	
  manuscript	
  management	
  systems.	
  

Custom submission links – automated pre-submission checks 
 



Overleaf for Institutions 



Overleaf for institutions at Stanford 



Metrics: providing data on usage, collaborations & outputs 

Surveys	
  help	
  collect	
  &	
  evaluate	
  user	
  feedback.	
  



“All 23 of my students submitted first drafts of 
their papers with no trouble. Not a single 
question!” 
 

 Professor Peter Timbie,  
Department of Physics, UW-Madison 

Assignment tools 



“Overleaf has been a win for everyone. The library gets the insight 
and information it needs, the students and faculty get a great tool for 
writing and collaborating, and the University gets an easy submission 
portal for its online repository.  
 
We couldn’t be happier with Overleaf.” 

Andrew Creamer 
Librarian in Brown’s Center 

for Digital Scholarship 

Overleaf for institutions at Brown 



Branded version of the editor allows for customizations  



Country Name Users Projects 

… … … … 

Columbia Universidad Nacional de Colombia 1,004 6,253 

US Stanford University 957 4,834 

US University of Michigan 531 3,147 

US Cornell University 489 3,242 

US University of California, Berkeley 468 2,842 

US Massachusetts Institute of Technology 448 2,484 

US University of Pennsylvania 434 6,440 

UK Imperial College London 411 2,094 

UK University of Bristol 371 1,919 

Iceland Reykjavík University 354 3,551 

… … … … 

Already massively used in universities 



Summary 



●  Fast uptake: close to 250,000 users worldwide 
 
●  Direct partnerships with academic publishers 

 
●  Added value to authors, reviewers and publishers 

Summary – Overleaf 



●  Full benefits for end-users 
 
●  Templates, help and users support 

 
●  Assignment tools 

 
●  Analytics and metrics for libraries and departments 

 
●  Integration with institutional repositories 

 
●  Simple, streamlined enrolment for users to sign up 

Summary – Overleaf for institutions 
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